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REPORT. 


THE Committee of the LivErPpoot LapIEs’ 
ANTI-SLAVERY Society, have now to present to 
the Subscribers the result of their first year’s labours. 
They need not say the field of these labours presented 
many obvious difficulties and disadvantages ; but 
notwithstanding these disadvantages, they believe, 
and they rejoice in believing, that they have been 
the humble instruments of diffusing some correct 
information, as to the sufferings at present endured 
by their own fellow-subjects in the West Indies ; and 
that, by their means, the number of the friends of 
the Abolition of Slavery has been somewhat increased. 
By the accounts now presented it will appear that 
the sum of £113 18s 5d has been raised, of which 
£106 has been transmitted to the Parent Society in 
London, conformably to the 9th Rule. £16 6s has 
also been raised, and £15 transmitted to the London 
Society for the education of the children of Negroes, 
and of People of Colour, in the British West Indies. 
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It would afford pleasure and encouragement if Sub- 
scribers, or any females who feel an interest in the 
Cause, or wish for information respecting it, would 
attend the meetings of the-Committee.* 

The evil, against which our efforts have been 
directed, is that eight hundred thousand human 
beings, in our Colonies, are deprived of their natural 
rights ; bought and sold; treated and driven to their 
labour like brute beasts; deprived, for the most part, 
of the advantages of education; suffered, and may 
we not almost say compelled, to remain ignorant of 
the truths of Christianity. And such is the effect of 
this cruel treatment, that, contrary to the laws of 
nature, and to the designs and commands of our 
beneficent Creator, they are constantly decreasing in 
number, having, in our West India Colonies, de- 
creased twenty-eight thousand in the course of six 
years, or nearly five thousand per annum :-+—and, 





* The meetings of the Committee are held at the Bible — 
Institution House, in Slater-street, ai twelve o'clock, on 
the second Wednesday in every month, from October to 
June. 

+ The first Appendix to the Report of the Bengal 
Board of Trade, page 210, contains the following tes- 
timony of Mr. W. Fitzmaurice, a sugar planter in 
Jamaica for sixteen years. ‘* From the luxuriance 
and fertility of this country, (Bengal) I think it is 
amply competent to the supply of all Europe with 
sugars ; and that even the West India Planters them- 


7 


for the support of such a System, we are paying, even 
after the reduction of the bounties, £600,000 per 
annum! But all this is at a distance from us ;—we 
feel not, as we ought, either the weight of their suf- 
ferings, or of our own crimes. Let us-bring the case 
home to ourselves, and not cast the blame exclu. 
sively on those connected with the System, (consider- 
ing how we might have acted if placed in the same 
situation,) but rather estimate the share in the 
oppression which belongs to the inhabitants of Liver- 
pool. There is about one Slave for every twenty. 
five persons in the United Kingdom; hence the ex- 
pense of holding five thousand Slaves in bondage, 
whose numbers decrease at the rate of thirty per 
annum, is paid by the people of Liverpool. 

And what are we doing? We, the people of 
Liverpool, are paying, perhaps unthinkingly indeed, 
£5000 per annum for the support. and perpetuation 
of this misery and oppression, and are, at the same 
time, subscribing less than £200 annually for its 





selves might import them thence on much easier terms 
than they can afford to sell sugars in the curing houses 
on their own plantations ; AND INASMUCH AS THE 
CULTIVATION OF THE SUGAR CANE DESTROYS 
ANNUALLY IN THE WEST, THOUSANDS OF MEN, 
WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, IT WOULD SAVE THE 
LIVES OF THOUSANDS IN THE EAST, BY GIVING 
THEM EMPLOY AND SUSTENANCE.” 
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extinction. Can we then any longer wonder that so 
little good is effected ? 

Were the people of England really convinced of the 
horrors and the iniquities with which the System of 
British Slavery abounds, (a state of Slavery worse in 
its origin and in all its parts than any which has 
existed in any other period of the world,) could such a 
System be either tolerated or supported by the professed 
followers of Christ, eighteen hundred years after the 
promulgation of their holy religion ? 

What are the claims of British Slaves on their fel. 
low subjects,‘in return for all the wrongs they have 
hitherto endured? Common justice requires that 
they should be prepared for their freedom by the best 
means, and at the earliest possible period ; and that 
liberty should be given them, as soon as it can be done 
with advantage to themselves. The question of com- 
pensation lies between the Planiers and the People of 
England. Petitions, it is true, have been sent to the 
Legislature from all parts of the country, praying for - 
the Abolition of Slavery, and yet little, or nothing, has 
been done for the: relief of the oppressed. And what 
is the cause of our disappointment? Have we all done 
_ every thing which lies in our power for its removal, 
and washed our hands from every participation 
in the guilt? 

To enlighten and instruct the ignorant ; to re- 
move idolatry and superstition, by spreading the 
knowledge of Christian principles into every corner 
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of the earth, are beyond all doubt most imperative 
duties. Deeply impressed with the conviction that 
these most important objects can never be attained, to 
any extent, as long as the barrier of Slavery exists—as 
long as such cruelty and injustice are perpetrated by 
a nation professing the mild precepts of Christ ;—we 
would earnestly call on all, who are interested in the 
spiritual welfare of their suffering brethren, to unite 
their strongest efforts with ours, for the removal of 
that evil which forms at present so powerful an. 
obstacle to the diffusion of Christianity ; and to the 
promotion, in any extensive degree, of the temporal 
and eternal happiness of our oppressed fellow-creatures. 
And, ever remembering that no success can attend 
our efforts without the blessing of Him, who can effect 
His own purposes through the medium of the weakest 
instruments, we earnestly entreat all, who have at 
heart the cause of Negro Emancipation, and the 
diffusion of the Gospel of Peace, to supplicate the 
Divine blessing upon our feeble endeavours. 





The following extract from the First Report of the 
Clifton and Bristol Ladies’ Association, in aid of 
Negro Emancipation, appears to us well deserving 
of attention. 

*¢ The Committee now conceive it their duty, with 
peculiar earnestness, to entreat their friends to redeem 
the pledge which was given in the Sixth Article of 
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this Society’s Resolutions, by affording to the question 
relative to the propriety of adopting the exclusive use 
of free Sugar, a patient and thorough investigation. 
In consequence of such investigation a considerable 
majority of the committee have become convinced of 
the entire fallacy of the argument by which many 
humane persons are unhappily swayed, that this is a 
vindictive measure, and would be alike injurious to 
Planter and Slave: and they have learnt, on the au-~ 
thority of returns laid before Parliament, that ‘ the 
distress of the Master, and the destruction of the 
Slave run parallel with the productiveness of the soil, 
and the quantity of Sugar cultivated.’ As it respects 
the Master,—‘ in no Islands are the executions for 
debt, and the mortgages upon property more numerous 
than in those where the greatest quantity of Sugar is 
raised ;’ and with respect to the Slave, surely the 
horrible waste of human life, which bears an exact 
ratio in the Colonies (and this isa fact on which we 
desire to lay particular stress) to the larger or smaller 
quantity of Sugar cultivated in each, speaks with a 
hundred tongues, against the consumption of this 
blood-stained article. 

**It is an incontestible fact (for the Anti-Slavists 
have always to oppose facts to surmises and prophecies) 
‘that the slave population diminishes at the rate of 
nearly 28,000 in six years! and this decrease, when 
compared with the increase.of the free Blacks and people 
of Colour in our own Colonies, and especially with the 
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increase of the free Blacks in Hayti (a climate nearly 
the sameas that of Jamaica) affords undeniable evidence 
of the general oppressiveness and severity of British 
Colonial Bondage.’ An increased demand for Sugar 
only tends to augment the bitter sufferings of the 
miserable Slave ; for, as a manufacturer is enabled, 
when the price of goods is high, to give a larger sum 
for his machinery, and is induced to employ it more, 
and consequently to wear it out more rapidly, so, 
exactly, under similar circumstances, is the Planter 
tempted to act with his HUMAN MACHINERY, in 
order to extort by its still more incessant employment, 
a larger quantity of produce from exhausted and reluc- 
tant land,—from land of which he will be naturally 
driven, by the same impetus of self-interest, to devote 
a larger portion, when the price of Sugar is low, to 
the production of some of those necessaries of life, for 
which he is now dependant upon America. And may 
we not be permitted to ask, in further consideration 
of this question, why a share of that compassion 
which is so prurient in behalf of the 1800 Planters in 
the Colonies, should not be transferred to the 800,000 
Negroes, and why some portion of it should not also 
be bestowed upon those of our fellow subjects in 
England and Ireland, who are so often in danger of 
perishing for lack of employment, and to whom there 
are no means so obviously calculated to afford it, as 
an increase in our consumption of East India produce, 
which would enable the almost countless numbers of 
the Natives in our Oriental possessions proportionably 
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to increase their consumption of the manufactures of 
the United Kingdom ?—‘ It is calculated that if the 
population of our Eastern Dominions took from us half 
a pound weight each of cotton goods, being only one 
eighth part of the rate of consumption in Great Bri- 
tain, it would be enough to give ample employment 
to Ireland.’ 

‘* Your Committee have studiously abstained in this 
short report from any systematic attack on the pas- 
sions, but they cannot conclude without endeavouring 
to bind upon the consciences of their countrywomen 
the duty of performing that only individual personal ~ 
act, by which they can practically help to remove this 
greatest scourge that was ever inflicted on any part of 
_ the human race ; it appears indeed as if the God of 
mercy were awfully ‘ taking the matter into His own 
hands,’ and that the millions yearly expended by this 
country, in. the forced support of this unnatural—this 
unblest. commerce, would prove to it only a weak and 
ineffectual buttress ; but let us beware, lest ‘ when 
the sorrowful sighing of the prisoner comes before our 
infinitely compassionate Lord, any of us be found (for 
the paltry indulgence of a slight sensual gratification) 
contributing to the tears of such as are oppressed.’ 
And oh! with what affecting emphasis does the re- 
mainder of this pathetic verse apply to the forlorn and 
friendless Negro! ‘AND ON THE SIDE OF THEIR 
OPPRESSORS THERE 1S POWER, but ¢hey have no 
comforter !’’? 
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Resolutions. 


Ata meeting of Ladies held in Liverpool, January 
17th, 1827, the following Resolutions were proposed 
and agreed :— 

Ist.—That we form ourselves into a Society for 
aiding the cause of Negro Emancipation, and for pro- 
curing the protection of the British Laws, for all the 
African race who are living under British Dominion; 
and who, in 1826, are permitted, by enlightened 
Christian Britain, to taste of whatever is most painful 
in the bitter cup of Slavery. 

2nd.—That all Ladies subscribing from five to 
twelve shillings and upwards yearly, be members of 
this Association, and those who take bags, and obtain 
subscriptions, be entitled to receive, monthly, one 
copy of the Anti-Slavery Reporter, and *Jamaica 
Gazettes occasionally. § 

3rd.—That the business of this Society be con- 
ducted bya Treasurer, Secretaries, and a Committee, 
five of whom shall be competent to act, and that the 
Treasurer and Secretaries be members of the Commit- 


tee in virtue of their office. 


* By Jamaica Gazetles is meant such as have been 
ve-printed by the Anti-Slavery Society, or extracts 
From them. 
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4th.—That the Committee shall meet, except in 
June, July, August, and September, on the second 
Wednesday in the month, at 12 o’clock, in the Bible 
Depository, Slater-street ; and that there be an 
Annual Meeting of this Society, when the accounts 
shall be presented, the proceedings of the last year 
reported, and the Treasurer, Secretaries, and Com- 
mittee chosen for the ensuing year. 

5th.—That the members of this Society be requested 
to encourage by their example, as well as by their 
influence, the use of the produce of free labour, in pre- 
ference to that of slave labour. 

6th.—That it be the special business of the Com- 
mittee to disseminate authentic information respecting 
the nature and baneful effects of the present system of 
Slavery prevailing in our West India Colonies, and 
that they are authorised (subject to the approval of a 
General Meeting) to adopt such further measures as 
shall appear to them to be calculated to forward the 
objects of this Institution. 

7th.—That this Society will continue its exertions 
in aid of the cause of Negro Emancipation, till the 
time may come when the unhappy children of Africa 
shall no longer be treated as beasts; no longer be 
bought and sold, and branded like cattle, and when 
the torturing and degrading cart-whip shall no longer 
fall on the persons of helpless Negro Slaves, and when 
every Negro mother, living under British Government, 
shall press a free-born infant to her bosom. 

8th.—That every lady who takes a bag and papers — 
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be earnestly requested not only to read, but to lend 
the papers to her subscribers in preference to giving 
them, and that such ladies give the names and resi- 
‘dences of their subscribers and donors in writing, to 
the Secretaries at the monthly meetings, that they 
may be inserted in a book opened for that purpose. 
_9th.—That the funds of this Society be applied to 

the circulation of information, and for this purpose be 
remitted to the London Society. 

10th.—That the members of this Association being 
fully aware of their own insufficiency to effect any 
adequate relief for 800,000 of their fellow subjects, 
now languishing in miserable bondage, implore the 
assistance of the Father of the fatherless, and the 
Judge of the widow, the great Dispenser of Justice 
and Mercy, entreating Him for his Son’s sake, to 
incline the hearts of every inhabitant of the British 
Dominions to join them in every lawful means for 
their succour, and in praising Him for the progress 
that has been made in this great Cause. 

(Resolved on the 14th of February,) 

11th.—That a separate fund for Negro Education 
be opened, and the money received for this purpose be 
remitted to the Treasurer of the London Ladies’ 
Negro Education Society, under the patronage of the 
Duchess of Beaufort. 
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Bewley Wrst iit ....0. 00. ene 0 5 0 
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Binns Misses E. & M. ......... 010 O 
| Biome Missi Mary. ....-..0000. 00. 0 5 0 
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Boot, Mra. Piai.-.0................ 010 0 
SoS | 0 5 0 
NE 0 5 0 
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Bushell Misses............2-.sese0+ 012 0 
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Di ds eanouidhe ve asoeutalte ets aan 0 5 0 
Carson Wiss. , c<usienstsetenaeest 010 0 
Chozley* Miss 20.3 S27 ot%. a7 010 0 
Chorley Miss;S.:...2..2..‘sagaee 010 0 
Clarice Mr. scgcid ass once Iaeereeee 1 0 0 
Clarke Mrs. 4.) .chatirmeacamen 012 0 
Chibborn Mr. Boy. a. .25. sees 010 0O 
Cooke Miss H. M........:e000-- 0 5 0 
Cooke Miss E. ........2.20-c000+ 0 5 0 
Cropper Mrai , th... Docneaskssaeem 1 0 0 
Cropper Mray J&. 300. sncnaxacecs 1 0 0 
Cropper Mrs. E............ sviioued i 
Cropper) Miss ...........0sss00eeee 1 0 0 
Grosnel) MraSr. i iocecdeatact 0 5 0 
SrriG DACs. fi4 eins ccs kieecceeal 0 6 0 
1 OD. HERE | ORRMN Be ee cs 0 5 06 
Dixon Miss (of Leeds) ......... 0 5 0 
Dickinson Mrs. R. ............... 0 5 0 
Dodgson Mrs. and family ...... ¥. Ar 
Donald Mrs. T. (A West Ind.) 0 5 9 
BU ba SUR e ea Aap oe 0 5 0 
Moelle Mrs. inc ;.;.. 2 iapandaees 100 
Beréyd Mr. Vice... sans WZesnemmnans 010 0 
Bdward® Mrs. 20552 thescnumtons 0 8 0 012 0 
Fedwards Mise 7... 22.9, abpenee 0 5 0 
vans Dr. To.6...¢-.snseepeenenean 0 5 0 
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Howson Mr. William..,.......... 5 0 
Jevons Mrs. Park-hill ......... 0 5 0 

Jevons Mrs. i... 0... essesseeeses 010 0 
Jones Miss S. ........-.ssisessteee 012 0 
Jones Mr. Rig RiaWeli sci vcitoed 012 0 
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og ae 010 0 010 0 
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Payne Mir. R. A.:.....2..... fae 010 0 
Pearson Miss J. ..............2005 0 5 0 
Peery BLISS 220. ...00505002... 010 0 
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eT a ae 0 5 0 
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DONATIONS. SUBSCRIPTIONS- 


Roscoe Master E. H. . .......... £0 5 0 

Roberts Mrs...........ccescesersees 010 O 

Wadenil Krs. - oo... cee 0 5 90 

Rodgers Mrs. M..........sse000+ 1 0 0 

Stoleore Lb. EL.) 5.%s.a eeeenees 010 0 
Robson Mri°1. 33.5 Wo s ccvecctaene 010 0 
Ropson Mis# :.60..8 6 ccs saserees 0 7 0 
Ryley Mrs. .:..........csekesveuane 1 0 0 
Ryley Mr. James .......::s000+ 10 0 
Ryley Miss ....... ee darn iaeaee 010 0 
Ryley Miss Eliza................-. 0 5 0 
Ryley Mr. T. Ce..0... caeeecnwee 0 5 0 
Stamford Mrs.(Linley Wood)... 1 0 0 

Shatples Mri ..25..n Gees 0 5 0 
Stansfield Mrs. S........ .. Hiahes 0 5 0 
stevens Mrs)... 2.0. tic sotsesemacs 0. 5; @ 

Smith Mr. George ..............- 010 6 
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Speight Mr. Robert............... 0 8 0 

Stuart Mrs. (Crosby) ..........+. 0 5 0 
Summerfield Mrs. ....... 0.22. 012 0 
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Thompson Mrs. ..........00scee00 0 5 0 

Thompson Mrs. (Staffordshire) 010 0 
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Thompson Mr. R. ............00 010 0 
Thompson Miss ..............00 0 5 0 


Thompson Miss I. .. ............ 0 5 0 
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DONATIONS. SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


EE ia Ses cqcacn sans ns £4 0 0 
Vaughan Mr. Wm............... 010 0 
sg” EE a re 11.0 
Waterhouse Mrs................ ‘ 0 6 0 
Waterhouse Mrs. N. ............ 010 6 
Wy euater DIT 2431.0. ...50.. 5 .00-- 010 9 
EE Ee 0 5 0 
CES 0 5 0 
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SO se 1 0 0 
Wilson Mr. Edw. ............... 0 5 0 
Willans Miss (of Leeds) ...... 0 5 0 
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Subscriptions & Donations 
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Duncan Miss \..12:..29). secseavewe ‘ 0 5 0° 
Friend A, in Rodney-street ... - 1 1.0 
Friend A..................ceeesr mn Dee © 
DEO Wises Be wv oes casa deer manne 010 6 
Friends * Three... ........cxesms.e% 2.0 0 
|. ER 2) = eet Or Por 010 0 
Hornby Miss Louisa ............ k...0.08 
Horsfal’ Mr. J... .vn5 scion nec i | ee 
Hall Mr. (Anfield).............+. 1 0 0 
Hall\ Misses ..........-ssasa-daqeess 1.0 0 
Jones Mrs. W. .......cssideaeess 1 0 0 
Murphy Miss ..25...3...ccceves fee 0 5 0 
Randles Miss ............. bala 0 5 0 
Rawson Mrs. (Seaforth) ...... . -010 6 
Tarbet Mrs. (to the Moravian 

Pind) 4... 20:03; - sc eeanee 010 6 
DW DOMOY Deb .sci. 5s... 5scecetatmens Oe 
Waterhouse Miss M. ............ 010 0 
Waterhouse Mr. (to the Mo- 

ravian Fund) ):iioiss-nessmanese 1 0 0 


Wallace Miss, (ditto)............ 1 


—) 
mr) 

















i ae 


er ibek ek 























hats Svea ey a tke ‘ 
#4 ae OMAR aaeven 


baba © OO Eon 
ER ; 


a 


ee ee 
% e 


a 


, 
i" 





